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Keep on keeping on... 

The T might have been swapped for a ritual ‘2’ but 
Ryan Villopoto has taken his supercross form straight 
into the ‘Outdoors’ and at the heights of Lakewood last 
weekend went 2-for-2 in his quest for a fifth Pro Mo- 
tocross Championship and second in the premier 450 
class. After a novel trip to Tennessee this Saturday the 
series will already be a quarter in the bag 








Landmarker... 

Red flag or no red flag Scott Redding’s second 
Grand Prix win - and first in Moto2 - was only a 
matter of time in coming and the damp of Le Mans 
was an apt setting. It was in France exactly thirty 
years ago that another promising Brit, Alan Carter, 
also triumphed at Le Mans (on what was the eighteen 
year old’s GP debut at the time). Redding, 20, is fast 
becoming the UK’s next big hope at the highest level 

Photo by Honda Pro images/Northcott 
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Cover star.... 

Ray Archer’s magic captured Aussie star Dean Ferris in 
feisty form around the jumps and leaps of team-mate 
Mel Pocock’s track in south-east England last week. 

The Monster Energy Yamaha rider has put his coun¬ 
try back on the GP map with two MX2 podiums in the 
first seven rounds and could be higher than sixth in the 
standings if a broken collarbone hadn’t got in the way 

Photo by Ray Archer 
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THUNDER VALLEY 

LAKE WOOD, COLORADO ■ MAY 25th ■ Rnd 2 

450 winner: Ryan Villopoto, Kawasaki 
250 winner: Eli Tomac, Honda 





T// i 




J 


k. 

EW0 


f s' J 1 

|v|4 

l 
















W e are two rounds down in the 2013 Lucas 
Oil Motocross Nationals here in America 
and once again, perhaps we have underesti¬ 
mated Monster Energy Kawasaki’s Ryan Villo- 
poto. We’ve been saying for years that certain 
series’ are wide open and the competition is 
deep and anyone-can-win, blah, blah, blah. But 
then the kid from Washington comes out and 
proves us all wrong by dominating to the point 
where, after the title is clinched and the cham¬ 
pagne is dry we all go “Oh yeah, he’s pretty 
good.” 

The exact same thing happened this year be¬ 
fore the 450MX championship started. We had 
the champion from 2012 in Red Bull KTM’s 
Ryan Dungey, we had last year’s four-moto 
winner (before he got hurt) Yoshimura Suzuki’s 
James Stewart, the Honda Muscle Milk kids 
in Trey Canard and Justin Barcia and then the 
intrigue of Pro Circuit’s Dean Wilson and his 
bump to the 450’s. What would we see? Surely 
there would be a battle each and every moto 
right? 

Well, in a word. No. 

Villopoto, who’s missed three out of a possible 
four 450MX outdoor seasons because of injury 
(he won the title in 2011) is simply laying wood 
to everyone at the time of writing. It’s early 
and there are 20 more motos to go but he’s 
four for four to start the year and has done it 
every way you want to. Holeshot and check 
out? Yep. Come from the back and pass every 
one of his main competitors? Yup. It’s got to be 
hard for riders like Dungey and Stewart to ac¬ 
cept that they just aren’t as good as RV. Dun- 
gey’s got four 2nds and he would for sure be 
the man to capitalize if something doesn’t go 
Villopoto’s way but he’s been passed and left 
behind in three out of the four motos run. 

Villopoto’s really on top of his game right now, 
with ten wins in seventeen races indoors and 
domination outdoors. At this point his compe¬ 
tition has to hope for a crash or mechanical 
glitch to stop the Kawasaki kid. It’s that bad 
and I know it’s early but I’ve been around long 
enough to know when I’m seeing greatness 
first hand. 
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RV followed, toyed and then departed to 
keep a shot at a 12-0 season intact 
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Dungey’s been very good, Stewart’s been a 
tad off the front two and it appears that Barcia 
and Canard are going to be stoking that rivalry 
fire they already have burning. Which is good 
for us but one I predict will end in some harsh 
words at some point. Once he gets his starts 
figured out, I think Motoconcepts Mike Alessi 
will get in there; he had a poor opening round 
but by round two he was much better. 

The rest of the guys? Well forget it, it’s going to 
be a long summer of us seeing a clear division 
of skill from the front five or six to the rest. 
Hmmm, maybe any championship that Ryan 
Villopoto lines up for isn’t really as wide open 
as we thought. When will we all learn? 

And somewhat surprisingly it’s been the same 
in the usually hyper-competitive 250MX class. 
The top five in each of the two rounds have 
been the same with Red Bull KTM’s Kenny 
Roczen taking three out of the four motos to 
lead the series over Colorado winner GEICO 
Honda’s Eli Tomac. 

Roczen, who led the second-most laps last 
year but only had one moto win to show for it, 
seemed to break his nasty habit of giving up 
winning margins late at the first round as he 
crushed it at Hangtown. But with no real break 
between motos and the altitude of Colorado, it 
seemed the Roczen’s issues are still there as 
he was a distant third to Tomac in the second 
moto. He looked visibly tired out there and 
perhaps the German isn’t out of the woods yet 
as the summer approaches. 

Tomac’s biggest problem lies in his starts. He 
believes it’s because of his size but his poor 
starts when he rode 450SX a couple of months 
ago seem - to me anyways - that he’s just the 
new Mike Larocco (who just happens to be his 
team manager now). 

Defending champion Blake Baggett of Pro 
Circuit was very good at Hangtown and just OK 
at Lakewood. There’s no doubt that with his 
late start to prepping for motocross due to his 
supercross injury, we’ll be seeing a better Bag¬ 
gett in a month or so. 





Roczen’s teammate Marvin Musquin has gone 
4-4-4-4 so far and he’s there but a tick off of 
the top three so. Returning from exhile, we 
mean Europe, Zach Osborne has been much 
better than when we last saw him in the na¬ 
tionals. His fitness is great but he’s made a few 
mistakes (not always his fault) here and there. 
Musquin and Osborne are slightly behind the 
front guys going forward but the gap will close 
with some more hard work from these two ex- 
GP riders. 

Speaking of that, notice that three of these 
five racers have extensive Grand Prix experi¬ 
ence? Believe me, it’s not lost on Osborne who 
reminds me every chance he gets that the GP 
riders are taking over American racing. It’s not 
a statement or a judgment on anything, it’s 
simply interesting, that’s all. 

Rookie Cooper Webb of the Star Racing Yama¬ 
ha team has been a real surprise and for the 
first time in a long time, Yamaha’s amateur 
motocross program has paid off with Webb 
and Jeremy Martin being real finds. Webb has 
left almost twenty points and ten positions on 
the table with last lap mistakes at both nation¬ 
als so once he figures that out, he’ll be great. 

A first moto third in Lakewood indicates some 
real potential. 

But for now, it’s a Roczen/Tomac/Baggett 
battle for the championship and it looks to be 
going down to the wire, which will be a very 
exciting thing. Certainly more exciting than the 
450’s are turning out to be. 
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Mrs Osborne gets a hug from the Geico 
Honda rider who did not have the 250SX 


















While his Grand Prix peers make the most of 
the unexpected break back in Europe Clement 
Desalle keeps sharp in the first of two AMA 
outings. What will he be capable of in Tennessee? 
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nge uphill sandy start at Thunder 
Valley (that is incidentally located in the 
same area as many significant dinosaur fossil 
discoveries) takes a special knack 





Kevin Strijbos is flanked by team-mate Desalle 
in what was a weekend of eye-opening demands. 
‘22’ picked up his first GP podium of the year in 
Brazil six days previously _ 







Inviting...isn’t it? 
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Barcia continues to show that speed and form 
that will either see him battling for victory or 
just adrift in the top five. He is accomplishing 
his first goal...beating team-mate Canard 
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AM A MX PRO MOTOCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP 
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Pack the limousine and head off on a relaxed trip. 

Accelerate the sports car dynamically out of the corners. 

Pilot the SUV along dirt tracks and across wild streams. 

For this you need three cars or just one motorcycle - the new 
KTM 1190 ADVENTURE! Fully specced with high-tech equipment 
for all your adventures-no matter where in the world! 


STANDARD EQUIPMENT: THE NEW KTM 1190 ADVENTURE 

150 HP (110 KW)/230 KG INCL. 23 LITRES OF FUEL 

C-ABS/TRACTION CONTROL WITH 4 MODES + OFF 

15,000 KM SERVICE INTERVALS 

COMPREHENSIVE TECHNOLOGY AND 
SAFETY PACKAGES 

YOU CAN FIND ALL THE FEATURES AT 
WWW.KTM.COM 
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ROAD TRIPPING... 

By Steve Matthes 



W ith the cancellation of the Mexico Grand 
Prix, the World Championship calendar 
opened up quite a bit and us people in America 
benefitted greatly from that. In some sort of NAF- 
TA-type move, we were graced with the presence 
of a couple of world class riders at Lakewood, 
Colorado. Rockstar Suzuki riders Clement Desalle 
and Kevin Strijbos brought their suspension, ex¬ 
hausts and controls for two of the AMA nationals. 
They were supported over here by Rockstar Rac¬ 
ing, the team that the injured Davi Millsaps rides 
for (a bit of a curious move and indeed gives you 
a look into the relationship between Suzuki and 
Rockstar) and they brought a good chunk of their 
team over as well. 


Without much of an intermission due to live TV 
(about an hour) the Europeans did appear to be 
affected by the altitude of Denver (over 5000 feet 
or 1655m above sea level) and didn't appear to 
be as strong. Desalle had a good start but was 
hunted down and passed by Mike Alessi and 
Strijbos bettered his moto one result but not by 
much as he brought it home in 8th. All in all, a 
sixth overall for Desalle and ninth for Strijbos; not 
too shabby at all. 

“The second race, I couldn’t push that hard in 
the beginning,” said the chatty Belgian (and that 
wouldn’t be Desalle) “I knew it was going to be 
a long race so I slowed down a bit. But first time 
here, I’m really happy with the way things went.” 



It was pretty cool to see both of these riders over 
here with Desalle now racing his third career USA 
national (plus his second time at Lakewood) and 
having scored on the podium in three out of four 
motos he had raced. Strijbos had never been over 
here before and would be a rookie to the scene. 

Desalle qualifying second certainly opened some 
eyes and Strijbos was inside the top ten so it 
seemed that things were set up for both of these 
invaders to mix up the overall points on the day. 
Indeed there was some heavy betting action 
around the pits with industry people; most had 
agreed that Desalle would be on the podium but 
not have anything for the two Ryan's- Villopoto 
and Dungey. And he was very good in the first 
moto as he hung with the lead pack of the two 
Ryan’s, Justin Barcia and Trey Canard. He rode 
strong and pressured the others at times. A fifth 
was very good for the Belgian who seemed to 
carry his indifferent attitude to the media over the 
pond. Strijbos was perhaps more impressive than 
Desalle because of going down in the first turn. 

He was 25th after lap one and ended up 10th in a 
ride that saw him catch and pass riders like Dean 
Wilson, Broc Tickle among others. 


Something we’ve have heard from European rid¬ 
ers who make the trek over here (and even for 
quasi-European Zach Osborne) was the one day 
format and quick, timed practices take some get¬ 
ting used to. Learning the tracks, taking your time 
with bike set-up is not something the American 
riders do and it's an adjustment. Strijbos noticed 
it big time: “It’s definitely tough, I need to get 
used to it. I’m not a guy to jump everything on 
the second lap and here I had to. I like how they 
do everything in one day but it’s a little more 
intense. It’s a bit higher intensity than the GPs as 
the riders go all out right from the start.” 

Both riders showed that no matter where a race 
is held, they're among the very best and the 
American racers and fans were presented with 
a gift this past weekend. Can't wait to see what 
both guys can do with one more week of being 
acclimatized and knowing how everything works. 

Although neither guy is going to claim a win while 
they’re here, I think that we’re winners for being 
able to see them and they definitely opened some 
American fans’ eyes with their performances. 
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By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer/Max Zanzani 



WITH THE HELP OF MONSTER ENERGY 
YAMAHA OTOR LOOKS AT HOW PRODUCTION 
MATERIAL GETS TO FACTORY BUNG 






B ehind the factory Monster Energy Yamaha 
team is the force of Yamaha Motor Eu¬ 
rope’s efforts in Grand Prix motocross. There is 
a hierarchy and development race programme 
of the company’s prototype and pre-production 
machinery that involves at least sixteen peo¬ 
ple in Parma, Italy and is overseen by former 
world champion Michele Rinaldi. The project 
has been in place for almost twenty years and 
aside from providing a valuable outlet for the 
Japanese to digest findings at the highest level 
(they emphatically use their national series as 
well) the Yamaha Rinaldi Research and Devel¬ 



“We already have information about a new bike 
from Japan before we actually see it. The tech¬ 
nical department over there send us emails 
and details and then a pre-production bike will 
arrive in the workshop usually through mid- 
April or May.” 

“It comes to us like a big secret. I’ve been 
working for Yamaha for many years and the 
Japanese do not like to show the public and 
everybody when they have a new bike or new 
ideas. Recently there were pictures of 2014 
technology coming from the Japanese cham¬ 
pionship but we never know if what we see 
will be on the production machines, although 
this usually turns out to be the case. The bike 
is not disguised or anything when it arrives. 
Even though it is pre-production it is finished; 
it looks like a complete production model but 
not many people are allowed to see it! The 
R&D department then works through disas¬ 
sembly. A lot of the YRRD work over the years 
has focussed on the engine but recently there 
has also been a good suspension programme 


opment scheme - YRRD for short - also pro¬ 
duces refined race kits that bring the YZ250F 
(MX2) and YZ450F (MX1) bikes closer to what 
Frossard, Roelants and Charlier are throwing 
around Grand Prix jumps. OTOR sat down with 
Team Manager Massimo ‘Mino’ Raspanti, a key 
figure in the Italian crew from the Bartolini- 
Everts-Coppins era, to find out what happens 
when a secret new motorcycle arrives in the 
immensely discreet workshop and how that 
bike is then altered from the production ver¬ 
sion that appears in dealerships to inhabit the 
FIM paddock... 



and we look at the set-up with the link and 
where the emphasis of weight is placed on the 
chassis; we want to know about the changes 
as much as possible before going out with the 
test rider.” 

“When there is a big overhaul - like there was 
with the YZ450F four years ago - it is impor¬ 
tant to get new information from the rider. First 
it will be a test rider because the bike is usu¬ 
ally with us early during the Grand Prix season 
and it is not practical for the racer to try an¬ 
other machine at that time.” 

“We get all that we can from the test rider and 
then R&D start turning over the engine and 
looking for more ways to make power. We then 
get to a stage where the Grand Prix rider will 
have his chance, usually in October for first 
race tests. Four people are responsible for 
YRRD and Michele overseas the operation with 
his brother Carlo as part of the group making 
decisions; three other guys then carry out the 
direction of the modifications.” 
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YRRD CHANGES TO YZ450F FOR 2013 


YRRD tuned head 
YRRD Camshaft 
YRRD new Crankshaft 
YRRD MG ignition cover 
YRRD Hydraulic clutch 
YRRD engine covers 


Chassis and others: 

Production-based suspension front and rear 
Special triple clamp with different off-set 

Front disc brake - 280mm and 270mm (depending on the track) 




“The 450 has a lot of power. It is not too much 
but it is really strong through the bottom and 
middle of the powerband. I think the best 
compromise is to have a bit more at the top 
end and a bit less at the bottom and middle. 
The power is smooth however and this makes 
it very rideable.” 

“We modify the sprocket. The production bike 
uses a 49 and we use a 48. When you tune the 
engine you have even more bottom power so 
you might need to change the sprocket again 
for rpm. I think the 48 works better for most 
riders.” 




“On our bike we are using a GET CDI with a 
GPA system (Get Power Assistance). It is an 
instrument that is fitted to the bike quite easily 
and it works by reregulating the power when 
you open the throttle quickly out of a corner. It 
makes the engine delivery process smoother. 

I know a lot of people who have bought this 
system. 
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“Suspension settings gets a lot of attention 
when it comes to development but compared 
to five or six years ago the production system 
already has a good base. Some small pieces are 
different in our case such as the oil quantity or a 
harder spring. We need that compromise for the 
performance at this level, so a component like 
the valve or shims might be modified.” 







“The chassis is exactly the same as production 
but for 2013 we just altered the sub-frame to 
accommodate the new pipe which comes out 
the front of the cylinder head. We made this 
change to help with centralisation, and be¬ 
cause the noise limit came down by two deci¬ 
bels this year everybody had to find a good 
solution to contain the volume inside these 
regulations. The Akrapovic pipe was made for 
specifically us to cope with that.” 




“Our fuel tank is made from carbon, for two 
reasons firstly the weight because the lighter 
material will save half a kilo and secondly for 
the quantity of fuel. The production bike holds 
6.2 litres but ours is 8. At some GPs we don’t 
need that extra capacity for fuel but the unit 
still offers a weight saving.” 


“We use a YRRD hydraulic clutch and anybody 
can buy this. The pump is from Brembo, simi¬ 
lar to KTM but the piston is bigger. Somebody 
will feel the difference compared to produc¬ 
tion.” 
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“Titanium bolts, footrests and other small 
pieces can make the difference for weight. For 
example we use a titanium spring in the rear 
shock and that can save nearly half a kilo - 
quite a lot - but it costs a lot of money. The 
pipe also. If you are talking about an upgrade 
of a titanium kit then maybe you are looking at 
7-8000 euros. If you are riding a 250 then the 
importance of the exhaust is high because you 
want to boost the power as much as possible. 
In my opinion a normal rider doesn’t need to 
worry about titanium parts. The setting of the 
engine and the suspension are more crucial.” 


“I’d say the overall weight saving of the factory 
bike is between two and a half to three kilos 
but there are cross-overs, like the production 
bike has tubeless wheels while we run mouss¬ 
es. The production bike doesn’t have the same 
quantity of stickers whereas our race bike 
gains 6-700grams because of the decals.” 


For more info on how YRRD race kits can be 
obtained for a YZ check out: www.yamaha- 
racingparts.com 
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W hile much of the motorcycle industry 

struggles along with the rest of the global 
economy, KTM’s success shines out like an 
orange hi-viz jacket on a murky winter evening. 

In the last few months alone the Austrian firm 
has won its first road-race world championship 
(Sandro Cortese in Moto3), taken a 12th con¬ 
secutive Dakar Rally victory, and sold a record 
total of over 100,000 bikes last year to become 
Europe’s biggest manufacturer. Not to men¬ 
tion the traditional dirt-racing domination that 
brought another 19 world titles in 2012. 

And the momentum at Mattighofen, KTM’s 
home village, shows no sign of being lost. Hav¬ 
ing recently launched the long awaited new 
generation 1190 Adventure to rave reviews, the 
firm has now moved down in capacity with 
the arrival of the 390 Duke — smaller and less 
glamorous, but arguably equally important. 

The stylish single slots neatly into the range 
between the 690 Duke and the 125 and 200cc 
Duke models whose strong sales contributed 
to that record total last year. 

Added significance comes from that fact that 
the 390 is the first bike to be sold in all KTM’s 
markets worldwide — currently 76 of them. 

Like the smaller singles it’s built not in Aus¬ 
tria but at Pune in India, under an agreement 
with Bajaj (the huge motorcycle firm that owns 
almost 50 per cent of KTM). It’s intended to 
appeal to budget-conscious commuters, riders 
with the new A2 licence, and those graduating 
from smaller bikes, especially in developing 
countries. 




TEST 


This bike is basically the 200 Duke fitted with 
a new dohc, four-valve engine of 375cc capac¬ 
ity. (It’s called the 390 to fit in with other mod¬ 
els.) Only its cam followers are shared with the 
smaller motor. Peak output is 44bhp, which is 
just under the A2 licence class’s power limit. 
But at 139kg the Duke is so light that for A2 
compliance it requires a fuel-injection mod 
that reduces its output by a couple of horse¬ 
power to keep it under the power-to-weight 
ratio limit. 


The 390’s tubular steel frame layout is identi¬ 
cal to that of the smaller singles. But there 
are some minor changes to allow fitment of 
ABS brakes, and KTM have also used higher 
grade steel tubing so load capacity could be 
increased. (The smaller models also get those 
upgrades this year.) Suspension and brakes 
are made in India by subsidiaries of European 
specialists WP and Brembo. 



















KTM 390 DUKE 


After I’d climbed aboard outside the launch 
base hotel in Salzburg, my first impression was 
that the bike felt very similar to the 125 Duke. 
At 800mm the seat is quite high, but the KTM 
is so light that shorter riders should cope fine. 

The Duke was manoeuvrable, easy to control 
and respectably lively. Its riding position is 
fairly upright but the footrests are lofted and 
rearset, though I didn’t find my legs getting 
cramped despite being tall. Once out of the 
city, the bike rumbled to 70mph pretty quickly, 
and sat on the main road feeling smooth and 
relaxed — at least by the standards of a naked 
bike on a windy day. 

For maximum performance you have to keep 
the motor revving near the 9500rpm mark at 
which it makes maximum power. But the single 
was flexible for such modest capacity, and 
pulled cleanly through the midrange. With the 
wind behind, the KTM shot up to an indicated 
lOOmph and was still accelerating when I shut 
off. 

Handling was very agile and rider-friendly, 
partly because the bike weighs so little. Wide 
bars, sporty geometry and fairly narrow tyres 
meant it could be flicked around very easily, 
yet it stayed impressively stable. Suspension 
at both ends worked well, being fairly firm but 
well damped enough to keep control. 

Braking was adequate but not exactly fierce, 
as the four-pot radial front caliper from Bybre 
(the Indian subsidiary of Brembo) needed a 
fairly firm squeeze of the lever, even though 
the single disc has been enlarged to 300mm 
from the 200 Duke’s 280mm. The excellent 
standard fitment ABS was reassuring though 
in combination with slim but grippy Metzeler 
Sportec tyres. 



KTM 390 DUKE 



“In the current climate it is difficult to 
envisage the 390 Duke being anything 
other than another success...” 








TEST 


The Duke should also be respectably practi¬ 
cal, at least by middleweight single standards. 
Fuel consumption dropped below 60mpg with 
hard use but averaged 75mpg under more typi¬ 
cal riding, according to the instrument panel. 
That would give a range of well over 100 miles 
from the 11-litre tank, probably as far as you’d 
want to ride in one go on the firm seat. At least 
there’s a useable pillion seat, complete with 
pillion grab-handles. There’s also a compre¬ 
hensive list of accessories, ranging from an 
alarm and soft luggage to racing footrests and 
an LED “illumination kit” for the fuel tank. 


KTM insist that the Indian-built bikes’ con¬ 
struction quality and reliability are to their 
normal standards. They’re probably right, 
although one launch machine was halted by an 
oil leak. Being produced in India is crucial to 
the 390 Duke because that’s what allows KTM 
to sell it for such a competitive price (£4500 
in the UK). Bikes for European markets are 
checked at Mattighofen before delivery; those 
for some other countries go direct from Pune. 

It’s difficult to envisage the 390 Duke being 
anything other than another success for KTM. 
It’s good looking, fun to ride, reasonably prac¬ 
tical and inexpensive. In the current climate, 
especially, that looks like an ideal combination. 















"The 390 is good looking, fun 
to ride, reasonably practical 
and inexpensive...” 













PAST | PRESENT | FUTURE 

SCOTT SPORTS IS TEAM PRO CIRCUIT'S LONGEST RUNNING SPONSOR 
WITH SUPPORT DATING BACK TO THE 1970'S. WE ARE PROUD TO HAVE 
BEEN A PART OF PRO CIRCUIT'S CHAMPIONSHIP PROGRAM SINCE THE 
BEGINNING AND LOOK FORWARD TO A BRIGHT FUTURE. 













GRAND PRIX OF BRAZIL 

CARRERO ■ MAY 19th ■ Rnd 7 of 17 


wllmer: Tony Cairoli, K 
winner: Jeffrey Herlings, KTM 
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The crowd figure was put at 45,000 for the 
weekend and the public certainly created a 
din and atmosphere of a busy football match. 
Beto Carrero was the site of Cairoli’s third 
double haul from seven rounds 



MXGP BRAZIL 
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Deep down Herlings knew his dream of winning 
all 34 motos in 2013 was an immense long- 
shot but he made his way up to 13 before the 
Superfinal proved an obstacle too far 











Bobryshev was back and keen while Paulin (21) 
and Searle could not hoist Kawasaki onto the 
Brazilian podium. One of these two characters 
below hammers a 450 like a 125... 







As ever stylish and on the gas but no 
remarkable results to speak of for Tanel Leok in 
Brazil. On the contrary Jose Butron (17, right) 
was almost apologetic for finishing as the first 
MX2 rider in the Superfinal and being the first 
to defeat Herlings in 2013. The Spaniard, who 
almost started the GP term without a ride after 
his Diga Racing team collapsed, is having the 
season of his life with three podiums so far 
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Jordi Tixier (left) gets in among tfie wildlife 
on his way back to the MX2 top three. Cairoli 
avoided a repeat of his Portugal mishap and 
itively unchallenged at Beto Carrero 
after catching and passing Kevin Strijbos 







Strijbos led all but four laps of the Superfinal and took his Suzuki 
back to the box for the first time since 2007. He managed a 
podium result at Beto Carrero in 2012 with the HM Plant KTM 
team. Glen Coldenhoff (top middle) continues to mature, while 
De Dycker (9) still searches for the starts to put him back in 
contention for a trophy. Ray Archer bonds with the locals while 
Max Nagl (bottom) almost grabs his first rostrum slot for the 
factory Honda team at an event that was heavily ‘red’ branded 







CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


MX1 OVERALL RESULT 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 


Riders 



Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

Clement Desalle, BEL 

Suzuki ; 

Kevin Strijbos, BEL 

Suzuki 

Max Nagl, GER 

Honda - 

Gautier Paulin, FRA 

Kawasaki ! 


Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

Jose Butron, SPA 

KTM 

Jordi Tixier, FRA 

KTM 

Glen Coldenhoff, NED 

KTM 

Dean Ferris, AUS 

Yamaha 


MXl WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 7 of 17 rounds) 


MX2 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 7 of 17 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 


Riders 

Points 


Tony Cairoli 


Gautier Paulin 


Clement Desalle 


Ken De Dycker 


Kevin Strijbos 



Jeffrey Herlings 


Jordi Tixier 


Jose Butron 


Glen Coldenhoff 


Christophe Charlier 
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Red Bull KTM’s Italian factory rider Tony Cairoli takes his third consecutive 
MX1 World Championship title for KTM. The six-times Motocross Champion has won 
around half of all the races in 2012 on his KTM 350 SX-F and has taken more than 80 
percent of the available points - GRANDE TONY! 


READY TO RACE 



»www.ktm.com 
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SUPERFINAL SEND-OFF? 

By Adam Wheeler 


\ 


he tight and twisty circuit at Beto Carrero for 
the Grand Prix of Brazil was an apt setting 
for the last running of the polemic Superfinal. 

In a matter of weeks the FIM, Youthstream and 
the principal manufacturers in the sport will sit 
and decide on a course and format for the FIM 
Motocross World Championship that is unlikely 
to see the concept in place for 2014 and beyond. 
Rumours indicate the creation of a new ‘MXGP’ 
class although the fate of MX2 and 250cc four- 
stroke machinery that was at a clear disadvan¬ 
tage under the scheme is unknown. 

Introduced for the first time at Qatar for the 
season-opener and used again the following 
week in Thailand the Superfinal idea has it mer¬ 
its. Namely, creating a full gate from the reduced 
entry of teams travelling overseas and producing 
an action-packed spectacle with hectic battles 
right the way through the field. Flowever the 
drawbacks are also hefty. There is a safety issue 
with the 450s and 250s clearing different track 
space on the jumps (particularly on the first 
laps). The 250s are discriminated against both in 
terms of the possible results in a mixed field and 
subsequent coverage they then receive on televi¬ 
sion. Deduction of the overall results and classi¬ 
fications for both categories is also complicated 
to follow trackside and through the TV screen. 

Watching at the track the Superfinal is a marvel¬ 
lous experience but it doesn’t appear to have 
many fans, especially among the MX2 teams and 
riders who now hope to bid ‘good riddance’. The 
world champion, Jeffrey FHerlings, who lost his 
100% win record after thirteen motos due to a 
crash on the first lap and inability to chase back 
through the 450s and pass Jose Butron was 
one of those. “Against those big 450s you either 
come out with luck or you don’t,” the Dutchman 
said. “Jose pulled out a good start and I’m really 
happy for him. I had to start last and on this tiny 
track it is like BMX to pass all those 450s.” 


“I’m not undefeated any more but things like 
that happen. If it had been a separate MX2 race * 
then I might have been able to catch him.” 

“Those guys [MX1 riders] have about fifteen 
horsepower more and after about five metres 
out of the gate then are already closing us,” he 
continued. “Almost all the top MX2 guys went 
down. We shouldn’t be put together but who am 
I to say that?” 

Brazil saw the FIM change the start procedure to 
place MX1 and MX2 mixed into the gate accord¬ 
ing to world championship standings. It robbed 
the MX2 elite of a small benefit at a crucial mo¬ 
ment of the race but served as a gain in other 
respects. “I think it was safer as we went to¬ 
gether rather than one big group coming around 
the outside,” commented MX1 winner and world 
champ Tony Cairoli. The Sicilian also offered his 
thoughts on how the sport might evolve: “For the 
public it is good to see this kind of racing. For 
sure the people who love motocross and have an 
old passion for the sport then they would like to 
keep MX2 and MX1 but for progress I think this 
sport needs to have something different and it 
needs to be one category with the best riders.” 

If an ‘MXGP’ emerges then the elite are likely to 
contest the two motos for the overseas GPs; an 
element of the calendar that could increase with 
trips to Qatar, Thailand, Brazil, Mexico and then 
Japan and Australia in 2014. The mix of perma¬ 
nent entries and local wild-cards should ensure 
a decent gate but the big question mark remains 
over MX2 and where it might fit in the whole re¬ 
arranged puzzle. If ‘MXGP’ and MX2 retain a four 
moto programme (the second moto of MXGP 
forming the TV production and final GP results) 
then this is the only scenario in which the Super¬ 
final could be resurrected as teams will have to 
split priorities rather than being forced to direct 
their efforts directly to ‘MXGP’... 
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The Honda 150 European Championship is the exciting new youth class 
competing at the FIM Motocross World Championship. The goal of the 
series is to provide young 11 to 14 year old racers with an equal opportunity 
to showcase their talent at the FIM Motocross World Championship. With 
the Honda CRF150 they have the perfect motorcycle with which to develop 
the essential 4-stroke riding skills for a career in modern Motocross, and 
as all the bikes are completely equal it is the best racer on the day who 
wins! The series Champion will be awarded the dream prize of a fully 
supported ride in the EMX 250 Championship with a top Honda team.* 


2013 Honda 150 European Championship 

Round 1 - France, Ernee, 9th June 
Round 2 - Italy, Maggiora, 16th June 
Round 3 - Germany, Lausitzring, July 28. 

Round 4 - Belgium, Bastogne, 18th August 
Round 5 - Great Britain, Matterly Basin, 25th August 
Plus one round to be confirmed. 




For further information please visit www.honda150championship.com 
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By Adam Wheeler, Photos by JP Acevedo 

I t is hard to watch a Formula One Grand Prix 
without seeing the A Star’ on one of the lead¬ 
ing drivers and this is also the case in MotoGP 
as the factory triumvirate of Pedrosa, Marquez 
and Lorenzo current set the pace and own all of 
the four rounds run so far between them. OTOR 
recently visited Alpinestars in Asolo to learn 
about their new Bionic neck protection and 
knee brace but we also gained a superb'insight 
into how the Italians stitch together some of the 
best protection in motorcycle racing for some 
of the biggest names. With the help of Media 
Manager Jeremy Appleton we were able to find 
out the ‘hows’ and ‘whys’... 
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Who? 

From the 550-odd people from 23 countries 
who work for Alpinestars globally less than half 
that total is based at the quaint facility north¬ 
west of Venice. Around 100 staff fill the size¬ 
able racing department. 
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Stepl: Sizing up 

Jeremy Appleton: “A suit created for athletes at 
the top level is essential. Some riders like cus¬ 
tom work to the suit for comfort and security 
and old injuries but usually reactive work is 
done at the track by our technical service. Rid¬ 
ers test and sometimes give ideas for improv¬ 
ing product; this is the heart of Alpinestars’ 
racing philosophy. The top guys speak from the 
heart and are not afraid to say what they think. 

We use the dummy bike for looking at riding 
position and measurement. We can make al¬ 
lowances for preferences and different riding 
styles. We had hours of discussion with Jorge 
Lorenzo who likes the suit very loose at the 
back. Some riders can be very particular about 
suits and we’ll deliver two for a race but they’ll 
stay with one all the time even though both are 
exactly the same. 



















Riders get a little bit of say in the colour 
scheme and layout... 

JA: Yamaha had some room in the past, for 
example Ben Spies was allowed a light blue 
shade and play on his Elbowz cycling project 
while Jorge likes his red and white on different 
parts but most of the custom work for riders is 
based in their gloves and boots and of course 
their helmets. Nicky Hayden was always crea¬ 
tive with his graphics when HRC were not too 
demanding. 


j.com 

official website 
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Costs, costs, costs... 

JA: There are not too many limitations on 
budget for the racing programme because it 
is all about development. The amount of out¬ 
put from racing is enormous and we get lots 
of feedback that we wouldn’t have if we didn’t 
compete. Racing brings us an unquantifiable 
amount for R&D. In terms of cost it is around 
5000 euros for a suit and then another 5000 
for airbag technology and then the riders get 
full technical support. We have to deliver be¬ 
cause we are right at the top end. 


Who out on the track...? 

JA: Carlos Checa was the first rider to use an 
Alpinestars racing suit in MotoGP in 1999. We 
now have five athletes in MotoGP (Lorenzo, 
Pedrosa , Marquez, Hector Barbera and Ben 
Spies), five in Moto2 and a similar number 
in Moto3. In World Superbike there are six or 
seven riders. We have six drivers in FI but ma¬ 
terial apparently reaches even further into the 
paddock. 




ALPINESTARS MotoGP 

Step2: Planning and cutting 

JA: The design is made on PC and then goes 
to the plotter for the layouts and placement of 
colours and logos and then turned to proper 
cutting patterns. We always have to be ready 
to change because of sponsors and special 
editions like HRC’s livery at Aragon in 2011 
and Yamaha’s 50th anniversary celebrations. 

In NASCAR they can use a new suit every race 
because of sponsorship. 
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e can turnaround a brand new 
suit in eight hours if artwork and 
sign-off is already done....” 
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Step3: Printing and construction 

JA: Our printing room was a game changer be¬ 
cause in the past adding logos and badges on 
top of the suit used to add weight and would 
cover vents and other seams. It took us nearly 
two years to build the technology to print base 
graphics and incorporate sponsor logos and 
have a specific configuration of leather cooking 
at the tanners. We can produce many pieces 
over and over and can do three suits right off 
the bat. It is very lightweight and the flexibility 
is unaffected. Back in the day we would have 
a struggle with the resistance of colours. We’d 
deliver the suit on Thursday and by Sunday 
you’d see a fade. We then move the pieces of 
the suit through the assembly and construc¬ 
tion line and sometimes one person will follow 
a suit all the way through. The finished suits 
will have the air-bag technology inserted as the 
final stage of nine work stations. 


Having a rider from a particular country or 
territory is not a priority... 

JA: Not so much. We have lots of Spanish in 
MotoGP but this is more to do with the series, 
we are quite ‘Britcentric’ in Superbike and 
with John McGuiness on the road. I believe 
the total is around twenty-five road racers. We 
like long associations and loyalty counts; we 
still support Toni Elias because we have from 
the beginning, the same for Hector Barbera. 

It is not a hard-nose programme and there 
are lots of people we’ve had to turn down that 
you would be surprised to hear. It wasn’t ideal 
losing Casey [Stoner in 2012] not only for the 
amazing results and the good relationship but 
his profile was enormous. 
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The Tech Air system is commonplace... 

JA: The airbag uses five sensors; two in the 
arms, two in the legs and one in the processor. 
The suit is then checked and re-weighed and 
given a unique code and logged so everything 
that happens to the suit can be recorded: this 
creates a big and valuable database. We can 
retrieve information if the suit suffers natural 
wastage or has a crash. 


How many? 

JA: As a rule of thumb in MotoGP each rider is 
using around eight suits. With tobacco spon¬ 
sorship there could sometimes be up to three 
variations and the number was pushing up 
towards twenty. There are also different suits; 
some are stock but then there are others with 
different amount of vents and then there is one 
for wet conditions. So in total around fifteen to 
sixteen suits per rider. 


"As a rule of thumb each 
rider in MotoGP uses 
around eight suits...” 





















YOU CAN FIND ALL THE FEATURES AT 
WWW.KTM.COM 


150 HP (110 KW)/230 KG INCL. 23 LITRES OF FUEL 

C-ABS/TRACTION CONTROL WITH 4 MODES + OFF 

15,000 KM SERVICE INTERVALS 

COMPREHENSIVE TECHNOLOGY AND 
SAFETY PACKAGES 
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MUtfiNRNCE 


Pack the limousine and head off on a relaxed trip. 

Accelerate the sports car dynamically out of the corners. 

Pilot the SUV along dirt tracks and across wild streams. 

For this you need three cars or just one motorcycle - the new 
KTM 1190 ADVENTURE! Fully specced with high-tech equipment 
for all your adventures-no matter where in the world! 

STANDARD EQUIPMENT: THE NEW 


KTM 


1190 ADVENTURE | 
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SELF-HELPING.. 

By Gavin Emmett 



I expect Jorge Lorenzo has been in quite a dark 
place after his disastrous result at Le Mans. 

It was his worst finishing position since the 
final event of his rookie year in Valencia 2008. 
He is now 17 points behind Dani Pedrosa in 
the championship (he was eight ahead at this 
stage last year) and although it is just the fourth 
round, even the uber-confident Mallorcan must 
be thinking that retaining the crown will now be 
a tall order. 

He might even be secretly wishing he were on 
a Honda. It is rumoured that Lorenzo almost 
made a dramatic switch to Yamaha’s main 
rivals before he last signed on the dotted line, 
and considering the rich vein of form the Repsol 
team find themselves in, then it’s hard to see 
how Lorenzo will claw back their distinct advan¬ 
tage. 

Lorenzo has been critical in the past about 
Yamaha not keeping up with HRC and in gen¬ 
eral they have reacted. With the arrival of the 
lOOOcc bikes the Ml engine isn’t as much of a 
dramatic disadvantage it once was. However the 
team still haven’t found which way to go with 
the new frame for 2013, and despite Lorenzo 
having won the opener, he has been unable to 
come close to victory since then. 

In a webcast interview I did with Lorenzo in 
France, he explained about how he had read up 
on the Japanese concept of Kaizen - a word 
which describes how large Japanese corpora¬ 
tions strive to be better every single day. It is 
something which Lorenzo, a great self-improver, 
has done to a massive extent since he burst 
onto the scene in 2002, and it’s because of this 
that I know he will be introspective as well as 
looking towards Yamaha to keep their side of 
the bargain. 


To be honest however, I’m not sure what they 
can do now. Not only is Lorenzo struggling to 
beat the Hondas, including rookie Marquez who 
has now matched Max Biaggi’s stunning start to 
his debut season, but Valentino Rossi has been 
unable to take points off his team-mate’s main 
title rivals either since Qatar, and is now even 
behind Cal Crutchlow in the championship. 

It could all change again at Mugello however, 
where Rossi and Lorenzo have excelled recently. 

“Lorenzo is a great self¬ 
improver but it is hard to see 
how he will claw back...” 

Just a quick word on Crutchlow, he seriously 
impressed me once more with his Le Mans 
ride; a year ago in a similar situation he threw 
away the chance of a podium. Like Lorenzo, he 
is someone who has worked hard on improving 
himself as a rider, and as he starts to string an 
exciting sequence of results together, his con¬ 
stant requests to Yamaha for extra support will 
carry more and more weight. 

He’s also not the only Brit sticking it to the 
Spaniards of course, as Scott Redding became 
the first rider this year to ensure we didn’t have 
to sit through the lyric-free Spanish anthem 
again. Redding is another to have taken the Lor¬ 
enzo ‘Kaizen’ approach, and I for one am glad 
to see his and his team’s massive investment 
finally starting to pay dividends. 
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DU CAT I 


KTM, Triumph and BMW are just a few of the 
motorcycle brands that put a fair amount 
of stock in their casualwear and official at¬ 
tire. No surprise that one of the most stylish 
companies in the two-wheeled world - the 
gang from Bologna - also have their tie-in 
gear. Ducati align the jackets, gloves, helmets 
and tops to specific machines in their range. 
On these pages you have Supersport, Diavel, 
Multistrada and Monster wear. There is an 
obvious spectrum from ‘blatant’ to ‘subtle’ 
branding and in terms of demand from the 
garment (body armour here, breathable mate¬ 
rial there). Ducati have a smattering of official 
stores around the world but most of this stuff 
can also be found in official dealerships if not 
online. 



OAKLEY 

Oakley have thrown a comprehensive market¬ 
ing campaign behind their latest goggle - the 
Airbrake MX - and most off-road fans will 
already know what this 160 dollar piece of kit 
is all about. 

A lens made of injection moulded plutonite 
means a rock-hard and extremely clear view 
while all sorts of hyperbole riff on the tough¬ 
ness and security of the 0 Matter frame and 
the switchlock technology. 

It all sounds pretty fancy and - being Oak¬ 
ley - is easy on the eye in more ways than 
one. Expanded peripheral vision is another 
of the extoling virtues and there has to be a 
few at this premium price. We’ll give a defini¬ 
tive verdict when we finally get our hands on 
a pair but it is nevertheless interesting to see 
a product referred to being ‘the Swiss Army 
knife of goggles’. Click on the link for more 
info. 






Products 










SCOTT 



Most people who have had cause to use off-road 
riding pants have chucked out the (frankly use¬ 
less) hip pads as soon as they’ve opened the bag. 
Scott have developed the MX Undershort as a 
remedy for those who require a bit more protec¬ 
tion around the lower torso. The important ele¬ 
ments are in place. Breathable? Check. Removable 
sections? Yep. Effective padding sections? Oh yes. 

Something like the Undershort is going to be a 
very personal preference when it comes to riding 
and whether thermals/cooling, pants, boot socks 
and knee braces are already enough. We’ve yet to 
try some but a friend vouched for the comfort and 
practicality of the kit on a ride-out recently so it’s 
worth a look. 

In the meantime they might look good under 
Scott’s 350 ‘Con Artist’ gear with a cool sync be¬ 
tween the gloves and jersey. 
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2013 Monster Energy MotoGP girls 
By Milagro 
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‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
’On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 
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